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Austar  Coal Mine 
Community Consultative Committee Meeting Minutes  
 
Location: Board Room, Austar Coal Mine Main Office 
Time: 4:00pm 
Date: 15 November 2007 
 
Name Representative 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill 
Louise Dews 
Roger Lewis 
Matthew Fellowes 
Keren Halliday 

Independent Chair 
Community Representative 
Community Representative 
Austar Coal Mine 
Austar Coal Mine 

Apologies  
Councillor Jeff Maybury 
Paul McGreevy 

Cessnock City Council Representative 
Community Representative 

Copy of minutes   
Councillor John Clarence Mayor of Cessnock City Council 
Mr Joel Fitzgibbon MP Federal Member for Hunter and Shadow 

Defence Minister 
The Hon Kerry Hickey State Member for Cessnock 
Mr Colin Phillips NSW Department of Planning 
 
I tem Issue Action Date 

1 Declaration of Interests   

 MMH stated that she had been appointed as the 
Independent Chair of the Austar Coal Mine CCC.  

N/A  

2 Confirmation of Previous Minutes   

 The minutes were ratified.  Moved by LD and 
seconded by MF 

N/A  

3 Business Ar ising   

 Site Water Management Plan was submitted to 
DoP, DECC, DWE on 30 October 2007 

N/A 

 

 

 Copy of advice from Spark Helmore was provided 
to all CCC members following up question asked 
by HS at previous meeting regarding the mine’s 
right to mine under privately owned land 

 

N/A 

 

 

 Underground visit was postponed due to delay in 
longwall move.   

 

To be 
rescheduled 
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I tem Issue Action Date 

 RL – commented on item 6 from previous minutes.  
Tidy Town Committee is concerned that trees on 
road reserve fallen from Austar land have not been 
cleared.  MF to look along Ellalong Road for 
debris left from Rugby Road to Middle Road. 
MMH to speak with JM about Council 
responsibility 

 

Post meeting note: MMH spoke with JM and 
Council has advised that it will address the issue 
although may not happen immediately 

 

MF/KH to 
inspect and 
report back 
to RL 

MMH to 
speak with 
JM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Correspondence    

 MMH mentioned 2 letters sent to CCC members 
by KH since last meeting: 

�  Application to modify consent – Copy of the 
SoEE submitted to DoP to modify consent 
for Stage 2 was forwarded to each CCC 
member 

�  Stage 3 Community information brochure – 
copy of brochure currently being distributed 
to community 

 

N/A  

5 Project Update–Matthew Fellowes   

 Stage 1 

Completed mining in LW A1 – final survey shows 
100mm of subsidence which is consistent with the 
predictions.  

First shear of LW A2 15 11 08 mining until 
September 2008 

Stage 2 

2 applications for approval have been submitted: 

�  Subsidence management plan approval: and  

�  Modification to development consent  

Response to submissions to be submitted to DoP 
next week 

First working approval has been given for LWA3 – 
approval pending for secondary extraction.  It is 
expected that  mining will start around Oct 2008 

Documents submitted to DoP include EMP, EMS 

N/A  
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I tem Issue Action Date 
and SWMP 

6 Presentation on Stage 3 by Peter  Jamieson, 
Director  Umwelt Australia 

(see Attachment) 

  

 General questions and comments arising during 
presentation 

The brochures have been sent to landholders, 
community groups, Council, residents in 
Kitchener, CCC members 

N/A  

 PJ extended offer to give presentation to groups 
and individuals who are interested 

N/A  

 Two people (Pam Dean Jones and Paul Doyle) 
from Umwelt are consulting with individuals and 
groups in the area  

N/A  

 RL – commented that his group extends from 
Quorrobolong to Wollombi 

N/A  

 MF – consultation underway in Stage 3.  Many 
presentations given in the 1st round of consultation  

Want to make sure that things have not been 
missed 

Expects that the environmental assessment will be 
lodged in January. Opportunity will be given to 
make submissions 

N/A  

 RL’s group will hold their annual meeting at hall 
on 2 Dec 2007.  It was suggested that it may be 
possible to have presentation afterwards at 2.45pm. 

PJ to 
consult with 
RL 

 

7 General Business   

 LD requested support by Austar to assist the 
protection of Ellalong Lagoon – 533 hectares of 
conservation reserve that is soon to be dedicated as 
a conservation reserve.  It is an isolated reserve but 
provides link to Watagans.  NPWS does not have 
sufficient funding to manage site adequately. 

MF – suggested that mine would consider 
supporting these types of initiatives by the 
community.  Would need to demonstrate structured 
program and dedicated group that would match the 
support.  Suggested to put forward a case outlining 
what is proposed. 

N/A  
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I tem Issue Action Date 

 MF said that he had been approached by local 
resident to come along to listen to CCC meetings.  
It was agreed that invitations could be made 
through the Chair, to individuals to attend (on 
occasions) as an observer  

 

Any 
requests to 
be directed 
to MMH  

 

 MMH - asked members if happy to have names 
and contact details given to people if asked.- RL 
and LD agreed 

N/A  

 RL asked about noise and if complaints have been 
received during weekends.  KH commented that 
although currently no coal production from long 
wall on weekend shifts (due to port restrictions) the 
washery and trains can be loaded 7 days per week.  
It was noted that due to longwall move there has 
not been any washing or loading of trains for past 
month.   

N/A  

8 Next meeting tentatively scheduled 
for  13 March 2007 at 12.45pm  
 

Short meeting at start and underground visit to 
follow.  Due to induction requirements and travel 
time underground, the meeting needs to start earlier 
than normal. 

KH to follow up members not present to discuss 
their availability and time requirements for the 
meeting and underground visit.  

Time: 12.00 – 1.30pm (Short meeting) 

Induction – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

Underground visit 2.30pm to 5.30pm 

 

KH to 
confirm 
date of next 
meeting 

 

 Meeting closed 5.45pm   
 
Recorded: K Halliday 15 November, 2007 
 
 
Confirmed:  
 
 
Chairperson – Austar Coal Mine Community Consultative Committee 
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Want to make sure that things have not been 
missed 

Expects that the environmental assessment will be 
lodged in January. Opportunity will be given to 
make submissions 

N/A  

 RL’s group will hold their annual meeting at hall 
on 2 Dec 2007.  It was suggested that it may be 
possible to have presentation afterwards at 2.45pm. 

PJ to 
consult with 
RL 

 

7 General Business   

 LD requested support by Austar to assist the 
protection of Ellalong Lagoon – 533 hectares of 
conservation reserve that is soon to be dedicated as 
a conservation reserve.  It is an isolated reserve but 
provides link to Watagans.  NPWS does not have 
sufficient funding to manage site adequately. 

MF – suggested that mine would consider 
supporting these types of initiatives by the 
community.  Would need to demonstrate structured 
program and dedicated group that would match the 
support.  Suggested to put forward a case outlining 
what is proposed. 

N/A  
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I tem Issue Action Date 

 MF said that he had been approached by local 
resident to come along to listen to CCC meetings.  
It was agreed that invitations could be made 
through the Chair, to individuals to attend (on 
occasions) as an observer  

 

Any 
requests to 
be directed 
to MMH  

 

 MMH - asked members if happy to have names 
and contact details given to people if asked.- RL 
and LD agreed 

N/A  

 RL asked about noise and if complaints have been 
received during weekends.  KH commented that 
although currently no coal production from long 
wall on weekend shifts (due to port restrictions) the 
washery and trains can be loaded 7 days per week.  
It was noted that due to longwall move there has 
not been any washing or loading of trains for past 
month.   

N/A  

8 Next meeting tentatively scheduled 
for  13 March 2007 at 12.45pm  
 

Short meeting at start and underground visit to 
follow.  Due to induction requirements and travel 
time underground, the meeting needs to start earlier 
than normal. 

KH to follow up members not present to discuss 
their availability and time requirements for the 
meeting and underground visit.  

Time: 12.00 – 1.30pm (Short meeting) 

Induction – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

Underground visit 2.30pm to 5.30pm 

 

KH to 
confirm 
date of next 
meeting 

 

 Meeting closed 5.45pm   
 
Recorded: K Halliday 15 November, 2007 
 
 
Confirmed:  
 
 
Chairperson – Austar Coal Mine Community Consultative Committee 
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Location: Board Room, Austar Coal Mine Main Office 
Time: 4:00pm 
Date: 15 November 2007 
 
Name Representative 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill 
Louise Dews 
Roger Lewis 
Matthew Fellowes 
Keren Halliday 

Independent Chair 
Community Representative 
Community Representative 
Austar Coal Mine 
Austar Coal Mine 

Apologies  
Councillor Jeff Maybury 
Paul McGreevy 

Cessnock City Council Representative 
Community Representative 

Copy of minutes   
Councillor John Clarence Mayor of Cessnock City Council 
Mr Joel Fitzgibbon MP Federal Member for Hunter and Shadow 

Defence Minister 
The Hon Kerry Hickey State Member for Cessnock 
Mr Colin Phillips NSW Department of Planning 
 
I tem Issue Action Date 

1 Declaration of Interests   

 MMH stated that she had been appointed as the 
Independent Chair of the Austar Coal Mine CCC.  

N/A  

2 Confirmation of Previous Minutes   

 The minutes were ratified.  Moved by LD and 
seconded by MF 

N/A  

3 Business Ar ising   

 Site Water Management Plan was submitted to 
DoP, DECC, DWE on 30 October 2007 

N/A 

 

 

 Copy of advice from Spark Helmore was provided 
to all CCC members following up question asked 
by HS at previous meeting regarding the mine’s 
right to mine under privately owned land 

 

N/A 

 

 

 Underground visit was postponed due to delay in 
longwall move.   

 

To be 
rescheduled 
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I tem Issue Action Date 

 RL – commented on item 6 from previous minutes.  
Tidy Town Committee is concerned that trees on 
road reserve fallen from Austar land have not been 
cleared.  MF to look along Ellalong Road for 
debris left from Rugby Road to Middle Road. 
MMH to speak with JM about Council 
responsibility 

 

Post meeting note: MMH spoke with JM and 
Council has advised that it will address the issue 
although may not happen immediately 

 

MF/KH to 
inspect and 
report back 
to RL 

MMH to 
speak with 
JM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Correspondence    

 MMH mentioned 2 letters sent to CCC members 
by KH since last meeting: 

�  Application to modify consent – Copy of the 
SoEE submitted to DoP to modify consent 
for Stage 2 was forwarded to each CCC 
member 

�  Stage 3 Community information brochure – 
copy of brochure currently being distributed 
to community 

 

N/A  

5 Project Update–Matthew Fellowes   

 Stage 1 

Completed mining in LW A1 – final survey shows 
100mm of subsidence which is consistent with the 
predictions.  

First shear of LW A2 15 11 08 mining until 
September 2008 

Stage 2 

2 applications for approval have been submitted: 

�  Subsidence management plan approval: and  

�  Modification to development consent  

Response to submissions to be submitted to DoP 
next week 

First working approval has been given for LWA3 – 
approval pending for secondary extraction.  It is 
expected that  mining will start around Oct 2008 

Documents submitted to DoP include EMP, EMS 

N/A  



AUSTAR CCC MEETING MINUTES 15 NOVEMBER 2007 

3 of 4 

I tem Issue Action Date 
and SWMP 

6 Presentation on Stage 3 by Peter  Jamieson, 
Director  Umwelt Australia 

(see Attachment) 

  

 General questions and comments arising during 
presentation 

The brochures have been sent to landholders, 
community groups, Council, residents in 
Kitchener, CCC members 

N/A  

 PJ extended offer to give presentation to groups 
and individuals who are interested 

N/A  

 Two people (Pam Dean Jones and Paul Doyle) 
from Umwelt are consulting with individuals and 
groups in the area  

N/A  

 RL – commented that his group extends from 
Quorrobolong to Wollombi 

N/A  

 MF – consultation underway in Stage 3.  Many 
presentations given in the 1st round of consultation  

Want to make sure that things have not been 
missed 

Expects that the environmental assessment will be 
lodged in January. Opportunity will be given to 
make submissions 

N/A  

 RL’s group will hold their annual meeting at hall 
on 2 Dec 2007.  It was suggested that it may be 
possible to have presentation afterwards at 2.45pm. 

PJ to 
consult with 
RL 

 

7 General Business   

 LD requested support by Austar to assist the 
protection of Ellalong Lagoon – 533 hectares of 
conservation reserve that is soon to be dedicated as 
a conservation reserve.  It is an isolated reserve but 
provides link to Watagans.  NPWS does not have 
sufficient funding to manage site adequately. 

MF – suggested that mine would consider 
supporting these types of initiatives by the 
community.  Would need to demonstrate structured 
program and dedicated group that would match the 
support.  Suggested to put forward a case outlining 
what is proposed. 

N/A  
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resident to come along to listen to CCC meetings.  
It was agreed that invitations could be made 
through the Chair, to individuals to attend (on 
occasions) as an observer  

 

Any 
requests to 
be directed 
to MMH  

 

 MMH - asked members if happy to have names 
and contact details given to people if asked.- RL 
and LD agreed 

N/A  

 RL asked about noise and if complaints have been 
received during weekends.  KH commented that 
although currently no coal production from long 
wall on weekend shifts (due to port restrictions) the 
washery and trains can be loaded 7 days per week.  
It was noted that due to longwall move there has 
not been any washing or loading of trains for past 
month.   

N/A  

8 Next meeting tentatively scheduled 
for  13 March 2007 at 12.45pm  
 

Short meeting at start and underground visit to 
follow.  Due to induction requirements and travel 
time underground, the meeting needs to start earlier 
than normal. 

KH to follow up members not present to discuss 
their availability and time requirements for the 
meeting and underground visit.  

Time: 12.00 – 1.30pm (Short meeting) 

Induction – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

Underground visit 2.30pm to 5.30pm 

 

KH to 
confirm 
date of next 
meeting 

 

 Meeting closed 5.45pm   
 
Recorded: K Halliday 15 November, 2007 
 
 
Confirmed:  
 
 
Chairperson – Austar Coal Mine Community Consultative Committee 
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Date: 15 November 2007 
 
Name Representative 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill 
Louise Dews 
Roger Lewis 
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Keren Halliday 

Independent Chair 
Community Representative 
Community Representative 
Austar Coal Mine 
Austar Coal Mine 

Apologies  
Councillor Jeff Maybury 
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Cessnock City Council Representative 
Community Representative 

Copy of minutes   
Councillor John Clarence Mayor of Cessnock City Council 
Mr Joel Fitzgibbon MP Federal Member for Hunter and Shadow 

Defence Minister 
The Hon Kerry Hickey State Member for Cessnock 
Mr Colin Phillips NSW Department of Planning 
 
I tem Issue Action Date 

1 Declaration of Interests   

 MMH stated that she had been appointed as the 
Independent Chair of the Austar Coal Mine CCC.  

N/A  

2 Confirmation of Previous Minutes   

 The minutes were ratified.  Moved by LD and 
seconded by MF 

N/A  

3 Business Ar ising   

 Site Water Management Plan was submitted to 
DoP, DECC, DWE on 30 October 2007 

N/A 

 

 

 Copy of advice from Spark Helmore was provided 
to all CCC members following up question asked 
by HS at previous meeting regarding the mine’s 
right to mine under privately owned land 

 

N/A 

 

 

 Underground visit was postponed due to delay in 
longwall move.   

 

To be 
rescheduled 
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 RL – commented on item 6 from previous minutes.  
Tidy Town Committee is concerned that trees on 
road reserve fallen from Austar land have not been 
cleared.  MF to look along Ellalong Road for 
debris left from Rugby Road to Middle Road. 
MMH to speak with JM about Council 
responsibility 

 

Post meeting note: MMH spoke with JM and 
Council has advised that it will address the issue 
although may not happen immediately 

 

MF/KH to 
inspect and 
report back 
to RL 

MMH to 
speak with 
JM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Correspondence    

 MMH mentioned 2 letters sent to CCC members 
by KH since last meeting: 

�  Application to modify consent – Copy of the 
SoEE submitted to DoP to modify consent 
for Stage 2 was forwarded to each CCC 
member 

�  Stage 3 Community information brochure – 
copy of brochure currently being distributed 
to community 

 

N/A  

5 Project Update–Matthew Fellowes   

 Stage 1 

Completed mining in LW A1 – final survey shows 
100mm of subsidence which is consistent with the 
predictions.  

First shear of LW A2 15 11 08 mining until 
September 2008 

Stage 2 

2 applications for approval have been submitted: 

�  Subsidence management plan approval: and  

�  Modification to development consent  

Response to submissions to be submitted to DoP 
next week 

First working approval has been given for LWA3 – 
approval pending for secondary extraction.  It is 
expected that  mining will start around Oct 2008 

Documents submitted to DoP include EMP, EMS 

N/A  
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I tem Issue Action Date 
and SWMP 

6 Presentation on Stage 3 by Peter  Jamieson, 
Director  Umwelt Australia 

(see Attachment) 

  

 General questions and comments arising during 
presentation 

The brochures have been sent to landholders, 
community groups, Council, residents in 
Kitchener, CCC members 

N/A  

 PJ extended offer to give presentation to groups 
and individuals who are interested 

N/A  

 Two people (Pam Dean Jones and Paul Doyle) 
from Umwelt are consulting with individuals and 
groups in the area  

N/A  

 RL – commented that his group extends from 
Quorrobolong to Wollombi 

N/A  

 MF – consultation underway in Stage 3.  Many 
presentations given in the 1st round of consultation  

Want to make sure that things have not been 
missed 

Expects that the environmental assessment will be 
lodged in January. Opportunity will be given to 
make submissions 

N/A  

 RL’s group will hold their annual meeting at hall 
on 2 Dec 2007.  It was suggested that it may be 
possible to have presentation afterwards at 2.45pm. 

PJ to 
consult with 
RL 

 

7 General Business   

 LD requested support by Austar to assist the 
protection of Ellalong Lagoon – 533 hectares of 
conservation reserve that is soon to be dedicated as 
a conservation reserve.  It is an isolated reserve but 
provides link to Watagans.  NPWS does not have 
sufficient funding to manage site adequately. 

MF – suggested that mine would consider 
supporting these types of initiatives by the 
community.  Would need to demonstrate structured 
program and dedicated group that would match the 
support.  Suggested to put forward a case outlining 
what is proposed. 

N/A  
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I tem Issue Action Date 

 MF said that he had been approached by local 
resident to come along to listen to CCC meetings.  
It was agreed that invitations could be made 
through the Chair, to individuals to attend (on 
occasions) as an observer  

 

Any 
requests to 
be directed 
to MMH  

 

 MMH - asked members if happy to have names 
and contact details given to people if asked.- RL 
and LD agreed 

N/A  

 RL asked about noise and if complaints have been 
received during weekends.  KH commented that 
although currently no coal production from long 
wall on weekend shifts (due to port restrictions) the 
washery and trains can be loaded 7 days per week.  
It was noted that due to longwall move there has 
not been any washing or loading of trains for past 
month.   

N/A  

8 Next meeting tentatively scheduled 
for  13 March 2007 at 12.45pm  
 

Short meeting at start and underground visit to 
follow.  Due to induction requirements and travel 
time underground, the meeting needs to start earlier 
than normal. 

KH to follow up members not present to discuss 
their availability and time requirements for the 
meeting and underground visit.  

Time: 12.00 – 1.30pm (Short meeting) 

Induction – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

Underground visit 2.30pm to 5.30pm 

 

KH to 
confirm 
date of next 
meeting 

 

 Meeting closed 5.45pm   
 
Recorded: K Halliday 15 November, 2007 
 
 
Confirmed:  
 
 
Chairperson – Austar Coal Mine Community Consultative Committee 
 



AUSTAR CCC MEETING MINUTES 15 NOVEMBER 2007 

1 of 4 

 
Austar  Coal Mine 
Community Consultative Committee Meeting Minutes  
 
Location: Board Room, Austar Coal Mine Main Office 
Time: 4:00pm 
Date: 15 November 2007 
 
Name Representative 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill 
Louise Dews 
Roger Lewis 
Matthew Fellowes 
Keren Halliday 

Independent Chair 
Community Representative 
Community Representative 
Austar Coal Mine 
Austar Coal Mine 

Apologies  
Councillor Jeff Maybury 
Paul McGreevy 

Cessnock City Council Representative 
Community Representative 

Copy of minutes   
Councillor John Clarence Mayor of Cessnock City Council 
Mr Joel Fitzgibbon MP Federal Member for Hunter and Shadow 

Defence Minister 
The Hon Kerry Hickey State Member for Cessnock 
Mr Colin Phillips NSW Department of Planning 
 
I tem Issue Action Date 

1 Declaration of Interests   

 MMH stated that she had been appointed as the 
Independent Chair of the Austar Coal Mine CCC.  

N/A  

2 Confirmation of Previous Minutes   

 The minutes were ratified.  Moved by LD and 
seconded by MF 

N/A  

3 Business Ar ising   

 Site Water Management Plan was submitted to 
DoP, DECC, DWE on 30 October 2007 

N/A 

 

 

 Copy of advice from Spark Helmore was provided 
to all CCC members following up question asked 
by HS at previous meeting regarding the mine’s 
right to mine under privately owned land 

 

N/A 

 

 

 Underground visit was postponed due to delay in 
longwall move.   

 

To be 
rescheduled 
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I tem Issue Action Date 

 RL – commented on item 6 from previous minutes.  
Tidy Town Committee is concerned that trees on 
road reserve fallen from Austar land have not been 
cleared.  MF to look along Ellalong Road for 
debris left from Rugby Road to Middle Road. 
MMH to speak with JM about Council 
responsibility 

 

Post meeting note: MMH spoke with JM and 
Council has advised that it will address the issue 
although may not happen immediately 

 

MF/KH to 
inspect and 
report back 
to RL 

MMH to 
speak with 
JM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Correspondence    

 MMH mentioned 2 letters sent to CCC members 
by KH since last meeting: 

�  Application to modify consent – Copy of the 
SoEE submitted to DoP to modify consent 
for Stage 2 was forwarded to each CCC 
member 

�  Stage 3 Community information brochure – 
copy of brochure currently being distributed 
to community 

 

N/A  

5 Project Update–Matthew Fellowes   

 Stage 1 

Completed mining in LW A1 – final survey shows 
100mm of subsidence which is consistent with the 
predictions.  

First shear of LW A2 15 11 08 mining until 
September 2008 

Stage 2 

2 applications for approval have been submitted: 

�  Subsidence management plan approval: and  

�  Modification to development consent  

Response to submissions to be submitted to DoP 
next week 

First working approval has been given for LWA3 – 
approval pending for secondary extraction.  It is 
expected that  mining will start around Oct 2008 

Documents submitted to DoP include EMP, EMS 

N/A  
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I tem Issue Action Date 
and SWMP 

6 Presentation on Stage 3 by Peter  Jamieson, 
Director  Umwelt Australia 

(see Attachment) 

  

 General questions and comments arising during 
presentation 

The brochures have been sent to landholders, 
community groups, Council, residents in 
Kitchener, CCC members 

N/A  

 PJ extended offer to give presentation to groups 
and individuals who are interested 

N/A  

 Two people (Pam Dean Jones and Paul Doyle) 
from Umwelt are consulting with individuals and 
groups in the area  

N/A  

 RL – commented that his group extends from 
Quorrobolong to Wollombi 

N/A  

 MF – consultation underway in Stage 3.  Many 
presentations given in the 1st round of consultation  

Want to make sure that things have not been 
missed 

Expects that the environmental assessment will be 
lodged in January. Opportunity will be given to 
make submissions 

N/A  

 RL’s group will hold their annual meeting at hall 
on 2 Dec 2007.  It was suggested that it may be 
possible to have presentation afterwards at 2.45pm. 

PJ to 
consult with 
RL 

 

7 General Business   

 LD requested support by Austar to assist the 
protection of Ellalong Lagoon – 533 hectares of 
conservation reserve that is soon to be dedicated as 
a conservation reserve.  It is an isolated reserve but 
provides link to Watagans.  NPWS does not have 
sufficient funding to manage site adequately. 

MF – suggested that mine would consider 
supporting these types of initiatives by the 
community.  Would need to demonstrate structured 
program and dedicated group that would match the 
support.  Suggested to put forward a case outlining 
what is proposed. 

N/A  
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 MF said that he had been approached by local 
resident to come along to listen to CCC meetings.  
It was agreed that invitations could be made 
through the Chair, to individuals to attend (on 
occasions) as an observer  

 

Any 
requests to 
be directed 
to MMH  

 

 MMH - asked members if happy to have names 
and contact details given to people if asked.- RL 
and LD agreed 

N/A  

 RL asked about noise and if complaints have been 
received during weekends.  KH commented that 
although currently no coal production from long 
wall on weekend shifts (due to port restrictions) the 
washery and trains can be loaded 7 days per week.  
It was noted that due to longwall move there has 
not been any washing or loading of trains for past 
month.   

N/A  

8 Next meeting tentatively scheduled 
for  13 March 2007 at 12.45pm  
 

Short meeting at start and underground visit to 
follow.  Due to induction requirements and travel 
time underground, the meeting needs to start earlier 
than normal. 

KH to follow up members not present to discuss 
their availability and time requirements for the 
meeting and underground visit.  

Time: 12.00 – 1.30pm (Short meeting) 

Induction – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

Underground visit 2.30pm to 5.30pm 

 

KH to 
confirm 
date of next 
meeting 

 

 Meeting closed 5.45pm   
 
Recorded: K Halliday 15 November, 2007 
 
 
Confirmed:  
 
 
Chairperson – Austar Coal Mine Community Consultative Committee 
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I tem Issue Action Date 

1 Declaration of Interests   

 MMH stated that she had been appointed as the 
Independent Chair of the Austar Coal Mine CCC.  

N/A  

2 Confirmation of Previous Minutes   

 The minutes were ratified.  Moved by LD and 
seconded by MF 

N/A  

3 Business Ar ising   

 Site Water Management Plan was submitted to 
DoP, DECC, DWE on 30 October 2007 

N/A 

 

 

 Copy of advice from Spark Helmore was provided 
to all CCC members following up question asked 
by HS at previous meeting regarding the mine’s 
right to mine under privately owned land 

 

N/A 

 

 

 Underground visit was postponed due to delay in 
longwall move.   

 

To be 
rescheduled 
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Tidy Town Committee is concerned that trees on 
road reserve fallen from Austar land have not been 
cleared.  MF to look along Ellalong Road for 
debris left from Rugby Road to Middle Road. 
MMH to speak with JM about Council 
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Post meeting note: MMH spoke with JM and 
Council has advised that it will address the issue 
although may not happen immediately 

 

MF/KH to 
inspect and 
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4 Correspondence    

 MMH mentioned 2 letters sent to CCC members 
by KH since last meeting: 

�  Application to modify consent – Copy of the 
SoEE submitted to DoP to modify consent 
for Stage 2 was forwarded to each CCC 
member 

�  Stage 3 Community information brochure – 
copy of brochure currently being distributed 
to community 

 

N/A  

5 Project Update–Matthew Fellowes   

 Stage 1 

Completed mining in LW A1 – final survey shows 
100mm of subsidence which is consistent with the 
predictions.  

First shear of LW A2 15 11 08 mining until 
September 2008 

Stage 2 

2 applications for approval have been submitted: 

�  Subsidence management plan approval: and  

�  Modification to development consent  

Response to submissions to be submitted to DoP 
next week 

First working approval has been given for LWA3 – 
approval pending for secondary extraction.  It is 
expected that  mining will start around Oct 2008 

Documents submitted to DoP include EMP, EMS 

N/A  
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Director  Umwelt Australia 
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 General questions and comments arising during 
presentation 

The brochures have been sent to landholders, 
community groups, Council, residents in 
Kitchener, CCC members 
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 PJ extended offer to give presentation to groups 
and individuals who are interested 
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 Two people (Pam Dean Jones and Paul Doyle) 
from Umwelt are consulting with individuals and 
groups in the area  
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 RL – commented that his group extends from 
Quorrobolong to Wollombi 
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 MF – consultation underway in Stage 3.  Many 
presentations given in the 1st round of consultation  

Want to make sure that things have not been 
missed 

Expects that the environmental assessment will be 
lodged in January. Opportunity will be given to 
make submissions 

N/A  

 RL’s group will hold their annual meeting at hall 
on 2 Dec 2007.  It was suggested that it may be 
possible to have presentation afterwards at 2.45pm. 

PJ to 
consult with 
RL 

 

7 General Business   

 LD requested support by Austar to assist the 
protection of Ellalong Lagoon – 533 hectares of 
conservation reserve that is soon to be dedicated as 
a conservation reserve.  It is an isolated reserve but 
provides link to Watagans.  NPWS does not have 
sufficient funding to manage site adequately. 

MF – suggested that mine would consider 
supporting these types of initiatives by the 
community.  Would need to demonstrate structured 
program and dedicated group that would match the 
support.  Suggested to put forward a case outlining 
what is proposed. 

N/A  
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through the Chair, to individuals to attend (on 
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 MMH - asked members if happy to have names 
and contact details given to people if asked.- RL 
and LD agreed 

N/A  

 RL asked about noise and if complaints have been 
received during weekends.  KH commented that 
although currently no coal production from long 
wall on weekend shifts (due to port restrictions) the 
washery and trains can be loaded 7 days per week.  
It was noted that due to longwall move there has 
not been any washing or loading of trains for past 
month.   

N/A  

8 Next meeting tentatively scheduled 
for  13 March 2007 at 12.45pm  
 

Short meeting at start and underground visit to 
follow.  Due to induction requirements and travel 
time underground, the meeting needs to start earlier 
than normal. 

KH to follow up members not present to discuss 
their availability and time requirements for the 
meeting and underground visit.  

Time: 12.00 – 1.30pm (Short meeting) 

Induction – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

Underground visit 2.30pm to 5.30pm 
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2 Confirmation of Previous Minutes   

 The minutes were ratified.  Moved by LD and 
seconded by MF 

N/A  

3 Business Ar ising   

 Site Water Management Plan was submitted to 
DoP, DECC, DWE on 30 October 2007 

N/A 

 

 

 Copy of advice from Spark Helmore was provided 
to all CCC members following up question asked 
by HS at previous meeting regarding the mine’s 
right to mine under privately owned land 

 

N/A 

 

 

 Underground visit was postponed due to delay in 
longwall move.   

 

To be 
rescheduled 
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 RL – commented on item 6 from previous minutes.  
Tidy Town Committee is concerned that trees on 
road reserve fallen from Austar land have not been 
cleared.  MF to look along Ellalong Road for 
debris left from Rugby Road to Middle Road. 
MMH to speak with JM about Council 
responsibility 

 

Post meeting note: MMH spoke with JM and 
Council has advised that it will address the issue 
although may not happen immediately 

 

MF/KH to 
inspect and 
report back 
to RL 

MMH to 
speak with 
JM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Correspondence    

 MMH mentioned 2 letters sent to CCC members 
by KH since last meeting: 

�  Application to modify consent – Copy of the 
SoEE submitted to DoP to modify consent 
for Stage 2 was forwarded to each CCC 
member 

�  Stage 3 Community information brochure – 
copy of brochure currently being distributed 
to community 

 

N/A  

5 Project Update–Matthew Fellowes   

 Stage 1 

Completed mining in LW A1 – final survey shows 
100mm of subsidence which is consistent with the 
predictions.  

First shear of LW A2 15 11 08 mining until 
September 2008 

Stage 2 

2 applications for approval have been submitted: 

�  Subsidence management plan approval: and  

�  Modification to development consent  

Response to submissions to be submitted to DoP 
next week 

First working approval has been given for LWA3 – 
approval pending for secondary extraction.  It is 
expected that  mining will start around Oct 2008 

Documents submitted to DoP include EMP, EMS 

N/A  
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and SWMP 

6 Presentation on Stage 3 by Peter  Jamieson, 
Director  Umwelt Australia 

(see Attachment) 

  

 General questions and comments arising during 
presentation 

The brochures have been sent to landholders, 
community groups, Council, residents in 
Kitchener, CCC members 

N/A  

 PJ extended offer to give presentation to groups 
and individuals who are interested 

N/A  

 Two people (Pam Dean Jones and Paul Doyle) 
from Umwelt are consulting with individuals and 
groups in the area  

N/A  

 RL – commented that his group extends from 
Quorrobolong to Wollombi 

N/A  

 MF – consultation underway in Stage 3.  Many 
presentations given in the 1st round of consultation  

Want to make sure that things have not been 
missed 

Expects that the environmental assessment will be 
lodged in January. Opportunity will be given to 
make submissions 

N/A  

 RL’s group will hold their annual meeting at hall 
on 2 Dec 2007.  It was suggested that it may be 
possible to have presentation afterwards at 2.45pm. 

PJ to 
consult with 
RL 

 

7 General Business   

 LD requested support by Austar to assist the 
protection of Ellalong Lagoon – 533 hectares of 
conservation reserve that is soon to be dedicated as 
a conservation reserve.  It is an isolated reserve but 
provides link to Watagans.  NPWS does not have 
sufficient funding to manage site adequately. 

MF – suggested that mine would consider 
supporting these types of initiatives by the 
community.  Would need to demonstrate structured 
program and dedicated group that would match the 
support.  Suggested to put forward a case outlining 
what is proposed. 

N/A  
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 MF said that he had been approached by local 
resident to come along to listen to CCC meetings.  
It was agreed that invitations could be made 
through the Chair, to individuals to attend (on 
occasions) as an observer  

 

Any 
requests to 
be directed 
to MMH  

 

 MMH - asked members if happy to have names 
and contact details given to people if asked.- RL 
and LD agreed 

N/A  

 RL asked about noise and if complaints have been 
received during weekends.  KH commented that 
although currently no coal production from long 
wall on weekend shifts (due to port restrictions) the 
washery and trains can be loaded 7 days per week.  
It was noted that due to longwall move there has 
not been any washing or loading of trains for past 
month.   

N/A  

8 Next meeting tentatively scheduled 
for  13 March 2007 at 12.45pm  
 

Short meeting at start and underground visit to 
follow.  Due to induction requirements and travel 
time underground, the meeting needs to start earlier 
than normal. 

KH to follow up members not present to discuss 
their availability and time requirements for the 
meeting and underground visit.  

Time: 12.00 – 1.30pm (Short meeting) 

Induction – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

Underground visit 2.30pm to 5.30pm 

 

KH to 
confirm 
date of next 
meeting 

 

 Meeting closed 5.45pm   
 
Recorded: K Halliday 15 November, 2007 
 
 
Confirmed:  
 
 
Chairperson – Austar Coal Mine Community Consultative Committee 
 


