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This information sheet has been developed to provide an overview of the activities planned to be carried out by the
Austar Coal Mine speci cally in Stage 1, and the results of investigations into potential environmental effects.

Details of the background of Austar Coal Mine Pty Ltd, along with a summary of the three proposed stages of
mining are provided in Community Information Sheet 1 (pages 2 & 3).
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In 1994 and 1996, current
Development Consents were granted
for longwall mining in the existing
Mining Lease. The area included in
these existing Consents is shown on
the map (below). Longwall mining
was carried out by previous mine
owners until a mine re in 2003
resulted in the cessation of operations.
The mine recommenced operations in
2005 under the management of Austar.
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J00007 involves the introduction

of the Top Coal Caving longwall
mining method which can mine up

to 6.5 metres of coal seam thickness,
compared to 4.5 metres that is
currently approved. Further details

of Top Coal Caving are provided in
Community Information Sheet 1, (page
2). Stage 1 mining is wholly beneath
the Aberdare State Forest, some crown
land and Austar owned land.

In addition to mining a greater
thickness of coal, Stage 1 includes
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the following infrastructure
modi cations:

Upgrades of the existing ventilation
fan with a new impeller and control
room, and a duplicate fan to be
installed at the same location. These
improvements are required to
increase mine ventilation for safety
reasons. Modi cations will include
substantial noise reduction works and
an improved mist collection system.

Installation of a downcast shaft (air
inlet). This was included in the 1996
Consent, however the location was
not speci ed. The proposed location
is shown on the map, in an existing
clearing. This shaft will be tted
with an intake funnel and grate to

stop accidental entry of animals,
debris or people. No clearing will
be required and there will be no
noise or air quality impacts.

A replacement electrical substation
due to the age of the existing
facility. The new substation will
supply power for the mine, and
will be located adjacent to the
existing facility, in a clearing on
Austar land, shown on the map.The
existing sub-station was approved
as part of the ventilation fan on the
#3 shaft.

An upgraded Nitrogen generation
plant to provide adequate Nitrogen
for prevention and control of
spontaneous combustion (coal

gooioooo

00O0O0omnomooooooooaolooooommon







