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'PURPOSE OF THIS BROCHURE

‘The Newcastle Wallsend Coal Company intends to
apply to the Department of Planning for development
consent (o extend underground mining operations [rom
Ellalong Colliery into the Bellbird South area.

An Environmental Impact Assessment of the proposed
development is being carried out by HLA-
Envirosciences Pty Limited., The Newcastle Wallsend
Coal Company wishes to provide local residents with
accurate  information regarding the planned
development, and values feedback it receives from
residents. The purpose of circulating this brochure is
to provide you with preliminary information concerning
the proposed extension of Ellalong Colliery.

CURRENT MINING AT ELLALONG

The Newcastle Wallsend Coal Company has been
producing coal continuously in the Hunter Valley for
more than 130 years. Between 1916 and 1992, (he
Company mined the Greta Seam at Pelton Colliery.
Since 1978 coal has been mined at Ellalong Collicry.
360 workers are currently employed.

Longwall mining methods have been in use at Ellalong
Colliery since 1983. Coal mined at Ellalong is
transported by overland conveyor to Pelton Colliery for
processing and dispatch via rail to the Port of
Newcastle for export, with a small proportion being
transported by road.

/

PELTON
COLLIERY
SURFACE 50
FACILITIES RS

\6\
>
W

o
(‘E’/(‘:o/7

/ .

\\\\

KITCHENER

/\

/ APPLICATION AREA/

’///// PRESENT ELLALONG WORKINGS _

WHAT 1S BEING PROPOSED

The Newcastle Wallsend Coal Company is restricted in
continuing its mining operations at Ellalong Colliery
because of high levels ol carbon dioxide encountered in
the area previously planned for mining between 1994
and 1998 which makes sale mining there difficult and
uneconomic.

At area of virgin coal exists in the Bellbird South area,
northeast of the Ellalong Colliery Holding in
Consolidated Mining Lease No. 2. The Company has
obtained consent to mine a small portion of this coal
resource under a sub-lease arrangement. The current
proposal is to extend mining into Bellbird South for a
period of up to 21 years.

Under this proposal, the existing surface infrastructure
at Pelton/Ellalong would continue to be used. In future
years it is possible that the old Cessnock No. 1
(Kalingo) shafts could be re-equipped and used for
ventilation fan(s), bathroom, carpark and winder.

The extension of mining into Bellbird South will not
alter the scale of operations already taking place at
Pelton/Ellalong. Employment will be maintained at
around current levels.

The longwall mining method will continue to be used.
Reject material from coal processing will be disposed
of into abandoned workings (fines) or in surface
emplacements to be created upon company-owned land
(coarse reject). A thorough system of water
management will be employed to protect water quality
in local watercourses.
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